
Woodley Town Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure Services Committee held at the Oakwood 
Centre on Tuesday 1 November 2011 at 8 pm 

 
 
Present:  Councillors K. Gilder (Chairman);  T. Barker;  J. Cheng;   
  A. Downes;  L. Hayward;  S. Outen 
 
In attendance: A. Bunn, Leisure Services Manager; D. Mander, Town Clerk  
   
 
17. APOLOGIES 
 Councillors S. Rahmouni, W. Soane, M. Willson 
 
18. MINUTES OF THE LEISURE SERVICES COMMITTEE – 6 SEPTEMBER 2011 
  

RESOLVED: 
♦ that the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee of 6 September 2011 be 

approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made. 
 
20. BUDGETARY CONTROL 
 It was noted that income from fair visits would be lower than anticipated this year.  

Although there had been a fair and circus during October the fair had been open for 
a shorter period than in previous years.  It was also noted that income from courses 
at the leisure centres was likely to be in excess of the budget targets, although 
coaches costs would be higher where the income was from additional courses. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ to note Report No. LS 17/11. 
 

21. LEISURE CENTRES 
The Leisure Services Manager presented Report No. LS 18/11. 
 
Woodley Older People’s Forum (WISE) 
It was noted that the Leisure Services Manager would be following up on feedback 
about sports and leisure activities from a forum meeting he attended.  Initially he 
was investigating the possibility of ‘turn up’ yoga sessions. 
 
The Institute for the Management of Sport and Physical Activity (IMPSA)  
Members noted the information provided and discussed the proposal that the Council 
fund individual membership of IMPSA for the Leisure Services Manager.  This was 
less expensive than corporate membership and appeared to provide similar benefits 
in terms of information and updates that could be used and shared by the Leisure 
Services Manager.  Discounts on IMPSA courses would only be applicable to the 
Leisure Services Manager rather than other staff as would be the case under a 
corporate membership, however, the Council has found that more local and specific 
courses have been more appropriate in the past. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ to approve funding of £140 in respect of individual membership of IMPSA for 

the Leisure Services Manager. 
 
 
 



 
 Christmas hours 
 

RESOLVED: 
♦ that both Woodford Park Leisure Centre and Bulmershe Leisure Centre be 

closed during the Christmas period from 24 December 2011 to 2 January 2012. 
 
Members also noted plans to make links with Kingfisher Table Tennis club to develop 
this activity at the leisure centres, the installation of the pool cover and the planned 
repair and equipment items required this year. 
 
Playscheme – Woodford Park Leisure Centre 
The Leisure Services Manager reported that an average of 15 children a day had 
attended the playscheme.  Although there had been a profit the leisure team would 
be reviewing whether or not to continue to run the playscheme in half term holidays 
when numbers were now lower than during the longer school holidays. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ to note Report No. LS 18/11. 

 
22. PARKS AND BUILDINGS 
 The Town Clerk presented Report No. LS 19/11. 
 
 Youth shelter 
 Members were very pleased to hear of the work carried out to refurbish and repair 

the youth shelter at Woodford Park by the Kingdom Seekers Youth Ministry as part 
of a Community Action initiative. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ to write on behalf of the Council thanking the Kingdom Seekers Youth Ministry 

for their work on the youth shelter. 
 
Woodford Park – car parking 
Members noted the actions being taken to reduce the nuisance of inconsiderate 
parking in roads near the park on Saturday mornings.  This included the presence of 
members of the neighbourhood police team on the next Saturday when the 
Development League would be running (5/11/11) and looking at the possibility of 
road markings to reduce congestion by the park entrance.  The Leisure Services 
Manager confirmed that the Development League organisers were working to reduce 
the problem and communicate with their members about parking and lift sharing. 
 
Skate/Wheeled Spot area 
The Town Clerk explained that the name of this area had been amended on the 
signposts to indicate that it was available for use for skateboards, BMX bikes non-
motorised scooters and skates.  It was suggested that skate/wheeled sports area 
might be a better description.  Members were pleased to hear of the work of a local 
resident who had volunteered to help keep the area clear of litter and that JAC and 
the police team were encouraging those using the area to use the nearby bins.  The 
area was very well used and the reaction to the new skate/wheeled sports area from 
all ages had been very positive. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ to note Report No. LS 19/11. 
 

23. TOURNAMENTS WORKING PARY 
 The Chairman presented Report No. LS 20/11. 
 
 



 
 At the Tournaments Working Party meeting on 5 October members had discussed 

proposals from Sports Officers for changes to the Sid Hopkins Football Tournament 
and the Cecil Trembath Kwick Cricket Tournament as well as the introduction of an 
additional youth football tournament for clubs in September. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ that the Sid Hopkins Football Tournament become a Woodley schools based 

tournament from 2012 onwards for years 3 and 4 boys and girls and take place 
in or around March. 

♦ that a new tournament open to all youth football teams, with a name yet to be 
confirmed, be held in September, with Woodley teams receiving free entry. 

♦ that the Cecil Trembath Kwick Cricket Tournament include a separate girls’ 
tournament in future. 

 
24. PUBLICITY AND WEB SITE 
 

RESOLVED: 
♦ to publicise the following: 

• Tournaments 
• Skate/Wheeled Sports area popularity 
• Activities for over 50s being followed up 
• Christmas hours 
• Youth Shelter repair 
• New basketball posts at Bulmershe Leisure Centre 
• Wildflowers 
• Planned tree surgery 

 
 
 

Meeting closed at 8.50 pm 
 
 
 

Chairman 


