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Our achievements

Dear Resident,
The past year has been difficult for many Woodley
residents. We entered 2021 in another nationwide
lockdown, with tighter restrictions, increasing
infection rates and we sadly saw many residents
experience the loss of loved ones.
My particular thanks and appreciation go to all the
volunteers. It was truly amazing to see the huge
number of individuals who offered their help for the
very first time, which really reflects the spirit of our
community. We must also not forget the keyworkers,
such as the NHS, teachers, police and fire service, the
care givers, refuse collectors, transportation, utilities,
postal and supermarket staff, and all those who
have worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic to
provide vital services and support to our residents.
We are very fortunate to have you and I would like to
say thank you to each and every one of you.
Now as the easing of restrictions have been lifted
and we start to rebuild confidence and stability in
our borough, you should all be immensely proud of
the journey to get to this point.
In 2021, due to the pandemic, there was great
uncertainty around the Town Council's finances. All of
the income generating facilities, such as the Leisure
Centre and the Oakwood Centre, were closed, so we
had to estimate how much Town Council Tax we
needed, which did result in a small rise. However, we
also knew that this uncertainty would reduce and we
would be in a better position to estimate any further
rises. At the time, the ruling group promised residents
that if the rise was not needed, it would be reversed
in 2022. I am delighted that the Town Council Tax will
be reduced back to the same level it was in May
2020. I am very proud that Council officers have
managed the finances so well, helping us to keep
this promise to our residents.

We have been moving forward with a number
of exciting projects including the new play
area in Woodford Park, rainwater harvesting
from our buildings in the park, a new format
for our Citizens' Awards, and adopting new
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations that
govern how the Council operates.
Woodford Park was awarded Green Flag status for the fourth year running in 2021,
and we are hoping for a good result again this year. The Green Flag scheme
provides a benchmark for parks management and community involvement, while
celebrating successes and identifying areas for improvement. We are now using
harvested rainwater for watering shrubs and flowers in Woodford Park as well as
washing down vehicles. We have also installed new railings around the play area
at Malone Park and planted the walled garden in the Town Centre.
We have managed expenditure carefully through the pandemic and are very
pleased to be able to reduce the Town Council portion of the Council tax for
residents to the same level as before the pandemic.

Our services
Venues
We provide meeting spaces for businesses,
community groups, sports and wellbeing,
education and training, social functions
and entertainment at the Oakwood Centre,
Woodford Park Leisure Centre and
Coronation and Chapel Halls. Discounted
rates for hall and room hire are available
for Woodley residents. The Oakwood Centre
is also home to the Alan Cornish Theatre.

Open Spaces

Over and above that, our finances are so strong that
we can increase the large grants to charities by 4%;
increase the grant to the Town Centre Partnership by
15% and, as a one off, double the grant to the
Carnival to celebrate its 60th anniversary.
We have also been able to reintroduce the top up of
the capital budget by £45,000, which will allow
several projects to begin again.
Oakwood Centre investments have now reached £2
million, which is three years earlier than anticipated.
This will enable us to pay off the loan that was taken
out to build it.
We are fortunate to have a financially sound council
and a fantastic community, led by a huge number of
amazing volunteers.

Councillor Keith Baker, MBE
Leader of the Council

28 acres of parkland at Woodford Park, play
areas at Malone Park, the Memorial Ground
and Wheble Park, as well as open spaces at
Loddon Mead and Bulmershe Park. We can
provide memorial plaques in the Garden of
Remembrance and memorial seating in our
open spaces.

Allotments
We lease the allotment site on Reading
Road from Reading Borough Council,
providing 365 allotment plots for residents
and local charities, as well as a number of
managed beehives. Demand for plots has
increased through the pandemic and we
currently have a waiting list of prospective
tenants. We work with the Woodley
Allotment Tenants Association to manage
the site.
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Grants

We provide a range of grants to not for profit
organisations, community groups and individuals
each year. These grants provide a lifeline for some
community based services as well as opportunities
for individuals under 21 who are excelling in sport or
cultural activities. See our website for more
information applying for a grant.

In 2022-23 we plan to:

Deliver the destination play area in Woodford Park
Award grants to Readibus, First Days Childrens
Charity, Wokingham Volunteer Centre, Citizens
Advice, Keep Mobile, ARC youth counselling and
the Link Visiting Scheme
Appoint a provider to deliver youth support
services under a new service level agreement
Install new flat roofing at Woodford Park Leisure
Centre
Upgrade the building electrics at Woodford Park
Leisure Centre
Consider options for new seating in the Town
Centre
Retain Green Flag Status for Woodford Park.

Sports & Recreation
Woodford Park Leisure Centre is home to the
Gym on The Park, 3G artificial grass pitch, grass
pitches for football, and other sports, artificial
cricket wicket, badminton courts, tennis court,
bowling green, sports and wellbeing courses,
holiday camps and rooms for hire.

Representation

The Town Council speaks for Woodley on many matters and in response to
consultations – national and local, that affect our community. Our Planning
and Community Committee also lets residents know about planning
applications near them and we pass comments from these meetings to
Wokingham Borough Council, where the decisions on planning matter are
made.
All Woodley residents are welcome to attend Council meetings and have an
opportunity to ask questions at the Town Forum, held before each meeting of
Full Council. The schedule of Council meetings is published on our website.
We are purchasing equipment that will enable us to broadcast our meetings
via our social media channels to provide residents with more opportunities to
receive information and engage with the Council. Our Town Electors meeting
has a new format to make it more informative and engaging for residents.

Young people

The Council has adopted a new Strategy for
Youth Services which will see a new service
level agreement with a specialist provider of
youth services, to continue supporting young
people in Woodley. We also have a
Community Youth Partnership which brings
together local organisations working with
young people.
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